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Recognizing the Techniques and Motifs of Mirror
Work in the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (Peace Be
Upon Him)

Abstract:
Mirror work, one of the arts related to architecture, has played a prominent Document Type:
Original/Research/Regular Article

le in Iran’s religious buildi dhasb ble to bri t h
role in Iran’s religious buildings and has been able to bring an atmosphere Receive Date: 14 March 2023

full of purity to pilgrims. According to evidence from the Safavid period, the Accept Date: 11 July 2023

holy shrine of Imam Reza, peace be upon him, has always been the focus of

supporters and founders. Artists have depicted various ways of mirror work Alireza Sheikhi

inthis place, which shows their devotion to this threshold. At the beginning, Associate Professor, Faculty of

Applied Arts, Iran University of
Art, Tehran, Iran.
Email: a.sheikhi@art.ac.ir

mirror work decorated the noble buildings. Having Large size mirrors on the
walls of noble buildings such as mansions, and palaces, in addition to boast-
ing a kind of pride and grandeur, also had sensual motives. With the pas-
sage of time, it became common to have a mirror room in noble mansions DOI:
during the Qajar period. From the middle of this period, mirror work be- 10.22051/jtpva.2023.43203.1492
came popular as a noble artin religious buildings as well, which was the re-
sult of the opening of new glass and mirror factoriesin Iran, as well as a wid-
er connection with Europe countries. On the other hand, it should be kept
in mind that the Qajar’s political motivations to accept the government by
the common people were very important in a situation where they did not
have a religious background. Therefore, putting effort into decorating reli-
gious places was a suitable and worthy idea. Mashhad, as the most religious
cityinlran, wasthe best manifestation of this concern with the protection of
the shrine of Hazrat Ali bin Musa al-Reza Alaf al-Tahiyate- va-Sanaa be upon
him. Although the history of the use of thisartin the shrine dates back to the
Safavid era according to the documents, mirror work was widely manifest-
ed in the Naserid era, in the Holy Shrine and Dar al-Siadeh. Porticos such as
Dar al-Siadeh, Dar al-Hoffaz, Dar al-Salam, Dar al-Ziafe, Dar al-Saadeh, Dar
al-Welayeh, and then the porticos of the guard house, Shoes storage, Imam

Khomeini porch and Dar al-Hojjat, and even the porchs and arches of the

courts of the Engelab and the Jomhouri Eslami are decorated with this art. The aim of the article is to recognize the methods
of mirror work in the Holy Shrine, and also to categorize the motifs used in the mirror work of this place. Therefore, it is look-
ing for an answer to the question, what are the methods of mirroring in the holy shrine of Imam Reza (peace be upon him)
and what are the motifs used in the mirroring of the shrine? What has been tried so far are scattered studies that did not
fully consider the shrine complex, soitis necessary to know the progress of the Safavid period and in what style and manner
mirror work was done in the shrine. Infact, from this point of view, you can understand the evolution of mirrorartin a part of
the country that has excelled in religious buildings and artists from all over Iran who have done mirror work. This article has a
qualitative approach. Interms of its purpose, itisfundamental, and its nature is descriptive, historical and comparative. Data

¢
*Thisarticleistakenfromaresearch project entitled “Explaining the technical and artistic features of mirror work of Iranian
historical monuments (Case study of Isfahan, Tehran, Shiraz, Qom and Mashhad) with project number: 99025572 inIran
National Science Foundation under the vice-presidency for Science and Technology of The Office of President.




Analysis of the Rule of Good Layout (Hosn-e waz°) in the Decorative Kufic Inscriptions Using the Stencil Technique on the
Inner Border of Slip-Painted Potteries of the Samanid Era

collectionis based on library sources, documents and field surveys, and the statistical population is the collection of mirrors
in the holy shrine of Imam Reza (peace be upon him). In the beginning, the history of the process of mirror work in the holy
shrine is stated, then the methods of mirror work are discussed, and finally, the motifs are taken into consideration, which
are studied in four parts: geometric, animal, plant, and inscription, and finally, an attempt is made to categorize the mirror
workinscriptionsinthe holyshrine.

Artsrelatedtoarchitecture areinfluenced by climate or type of use. What has been done about the mirror workin Imam
Reza’s shrine dates back to the Safavid period. Although its peak should be noted in the Qajar period. The religious use and
devotion of artiststothisImamhasshowntheirinterestin the variety of mirror work; Inaddition to eight ways of mirroring.
The most used oneis semi-prominentand mograns, with abstractand mysterious shapes, it has called the motivation to ex-
ploreand contemplate. Nexttoit, there are othertypes such as painting behind the mirror, mirror on mirrorand plaster, and
theinnovation ofthe Mashhad artistsin mirroring the Abshaar has embellished the space. Inthe beginning, the mausoleum
andthenthesurrounding porticoes were decorated with mirrorsinthe Safavid and Naserid eras, and thenits restoration
and continuationin Pahlaviperiod and extensive covering of the walls continued rapidly in the construction operations after
therevolutionoflranin 1978. Motifs can be recoveredin geometric, plant, animalandinscription types. Gereh eight, ten,
sixand twelve have more manifestations. Plant motifsin flowers and threads on the textand border of frames orarchesand
trinkets and filposhs have expressed adancing hymn, inascene withhooded and pheasant, they have narrated a mystical
story. Theinscriptions were writtenin the writings of Sols, Nastaliq and Kufi of Godarand Maaghali. . Interms of content, the
mirrorinscriptions can be divided into ten categories: 1- Allah: with the highest frequency in Kufic calligraphy on the ceiling
of Daral-Siadeh, Dar al-Hojjat in Gereh of six, in Maagliscriptin Dar al-Hidayeh of the side arch. Imam Khomeini’s porch from
the Great Prophet’s courtyard. 2- Five people of Al-Aba: in Kufi Bannaiion the ceilingand Solsin the walls of Dar al-Siadeh. 3-
Shiite testimoniesin Kufi Bannaiiat the foot of the arch of the corridor between Dar al-Siadeh and Dar al-Welayeh. 4-- Praise
betoGod:in Sentences such as 4l ;.. are based on the construction of the Mugrans of the blessed tomb; -l ps SULs, or
Mlﬁ}dlain,orMJa'..JIGLcl&I,orwj_xEJ!_ﬂAJlaIYIAIY,leﬁﬁlé)uiybin Solsontopofthelotuscolumnsand 548 7 g
in Kufionthe wall of the Qibla Darul-Welayeh. 5-Shiite Kalimehin Solsin the porch of Sheikh Baha’ionared background and
and poetry with thistheme, Sleep well, thereis no place for boredom in Nastaliq. 6- Attributes of Hazrat Reza (peace be upon
him) like Imam al-Rauf, Sultan Abu al-Hasan Alibin Musa al-Reza, or Anis al-Nufus, or Gharib al-Gharba, or Shams al-Shamus,
orSamanal-Aima,inthetangerine frames of Daral-Siadah’s walls. 7- Narration of the “Selselat-0-al-Zahab” writtenin Sols
scriptatthe entrance of Daral-Siadeh to Dar al-Hoffaz 8- Historical: thatin the hadith of the Selselat-o-al-Zahab, the date
oftheinscription of Razvan 1376, inthe altar of Daral-Salam, the date of 1287, above the entrance of Dar al-Hafaz from
Goharsha Mosque. 9-Qur’anicverses: all of them confirm the positive aspects, effort and the existence of Shia righteous-
ness. 10- Theword Y: whichis engraved in Kufic script on the margin of the main text of the mirror work of Gereh Hashtand
Silointhe columns of Imam Khomeini’s porch andis constantly repeating. Ingeneral, a space full of light and breakingallin
successive reflections; Simplicity despite the grandeur has brought admirable grandeur to the pilgrims.

Keywords: Mirror Work of The Holy Shrine of Imam Reza, Mirror Work Methods, Mirror Work Motifs.
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