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De-familiarization Content Analysis

in Everyday Life Photography

Abstract:

De-familiarization applies methods like forming ambiguity in the mean-
ing of the artwork, inducing the audience to think, and removing common
habits of this study, to investigate the de-familiarization element which re-
sultedinchangingeveryday life subjecttoartwork. Therefore, this survey at-
tempts to apply qualitative Content Analysis Method (Yanis Semantic Anal-
ysis) to discover how to change everyday life objects into artwork subjects.
In such works, everyday life issue is considered a document, and artworks
attempt to convey a new meaning and concept and interest the audience
not only through the expression of ideas and challenging everyday life issue
but also by applying de-familiarization element and photography. Such art-
works play afundamental role to emphasize and thus make everyday life is-
suesimportant.

The results of this study are presented in Tables 1 and 2 of the article. The
first table applied the content analysis method to survey five important fac-
tors that point to the meaning intended by the artist, his target society, and
the characteristics of his method in applying de-familiarization. The second
table names nine elements of de-familiarization in series with some com-
mon characteristics. It should be noted that this study innovatively applied
the qualitative content analysis method to study photography artworks,
specifically everyday life issues. This study leads us to the fact that common
objects and events in everyday life are considered effective and important
factorsinformingartworks.

The objects of daily life are one of the most important themes or elements
of the consistency part of the formation of an artwork. Since the subject of
these worksis completely derived from the real thing, with the most similar-
ity to the subject or exaggeration of its concepts, by questioning the normal
thing in everyday life or by using the medium of photography in transmis-
sion. The meaning and concept of the artwork play a fundamental and cen-
tralrole.

Current writing sprang from the collection of photos that pivoted around
everyday life subjects and how they have changed into artwork. This study
answers the question of “how everyday life issues change into artwork

through de-familiarization”. Highlighting elements and activities taken for granted as everyday visual habits are more con-

centrated on here.

Actually, freedom from repetition and thinking in new expressing methods to create an artwork, making everyday life sub-
jectsimportant, as well as getting help from the power of thoughtin creating such artworks, help the artists. For further clar-
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De-familiarization Content Analysis in Everyday Life Photography

ification, works of Iranian artists like Behnam Sadeghi, Farhad Fakhrian, Gohar Dashti, Neda Razavi poor, and Shahab Fotohi
arestudied here.

De-familiarization applies methods like forming ambiguity in the meaning of the artwork, inducing the audience to think,
removing common visual habits, challenging social issues taken for granted, or presenting everyday subjectsin galleries ora
municipal areato concentrate and emphasize everyday lifeissuesand adore them.

This survey attempts to apply the qualitative content analysis method (Yanis Semantic Analysis) to study the works in which
artists created an artwork out of everyday life issues and invited the audience to think by highlighting it through de-familiar-
izationindifferent ways.

This representation helps the viewer to grasp something more than what is going around him and see aspects that he has
never noticed before. This writing is intended to remind the fact that events and things around us in the world, are not neu-
tral objects just to be used or accepted, but each one represents a symbol and a reminder of one of our specific behaviors.
Any ofthese objects hold a specificand different functionand reaction.

We are not distant from objects and events around us, in a way that each one is somehow related to our lifestyle and us. Pay-
ing attention to everyday life phenomena, challenging them, or regretting their shortage pioneers the creation of artwork.
Artworks are intended to attract our attention to the point that art has turned into an unrepeatable part of our social struc-
ture.

Thisstudyis written by qualitative contentanalysis and source collection method, are field and library. Artworks are selected
by purposive sampling. Content analysis as a scientific technic was common during the twentieth century and was first ap-
plied by journalist students and then by sociologists; and it is considered to be one of the most common and useful research
methods. Truly any researcher somehow deals withit. In this method, there is no need for collecting information.
Informationisavailable and needsto be inferred orin other words, analyzed. In this method, the researcher’s thoughts have
more impact on the result than theories and information. Content analysis is a technic to express objective and orderly ex-
pression and revealed content. Content analysis is a kind of classification of signs and description of the explicit content of
the message.

Whereas most research conducted by the content analysis method is aimed at inferences beyond description, the impor-
tance of descriptionin contentanalysis should not be taken for granted. Anyway, the exact representation of symbolic quali-
tiesismandatory.

Content analysis can be defined as a technic for the classification of symbols. Content analysis is a method to diagnose and
highlight points or main axes in the context of a photo, film, etc. actually, content analysis as a tool provides causal analysis
that means not only describes an image on a surface but also deep in and specifies reasons and factors that provides a sur-
face networkofrealityin everysocialfield.

This studyis focused tointroduce artworks of Iranian artists whose subject matter is confirmed to be everyday life as an ordi-
nary, natural event that cannot be taken for granted.

But, such common phenomena, even without any edition and just in form of art, especially photography, challenge a social
eventor phenomenonandturnitinto conceptual artwork by expressingavaluableideathrough photography.

These works of art teach us that observing art does not mean consuming it passively. Rather, during it, we become a part of
the world to which both art and the audience belong. Observing the world is not a passive act and changing things will not
be without effect. Artis a continuous and profound encounter in which the work of art is the starting point in the process of
continuous exploration of meaning. The constant concern for beauty, the impressive qualities of form, and the search for
meaning have never been denied. Rather, the effort has been made to point out those preoccupations that are in line with
the characteristics of contemporary life without paying attention to the usual and conventional methods and established
media.

What comes to life in us when we see these works is to think that the power of creativity occurs due to the creation and pro-
cessing of original mental forms, and at the same time, although these works represent the external reality of the primary
subject; But it was not its true self and was represented in a new form and meaning. We can receive their content and con-
tent from any form or form and assume as if we already know them. Itis created with the help of photographicimages and
not by repeating past meanings.

Keywords: Content Analysis, De-familiarization, Everyday Life Issue, Photography, Iran.
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