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the Panofsky iconology method tries to describe the meanings of this figure
and to answer the question: “what are the verbal and narrative meanings
andthe subsequent concepts behind this motif? “. This method by identify-

works, aims to find the inherent and basic meanings of the artworks which
are sometimes hidden (even to the artist) and unconsciously formed by the
artist.

This method studies the artwork in three levels. First, the contents of the
artwork will be discussed in two primary and secondary steps, then the in-
herent meanings of the artwork are tried to be discovered. this approach
is important because three major elements of precepting an artwork, the
text, theartistand theviewer are studied together.

In this method, the first step focuses on primary meanings and formal as-
pects of artworks (the text). In the next step, secondary meanings are dis-
covered thorough the worlds of pictures, stories and Allegories in connec-
tion with the first meanings. So, the elements relating to the texture and
theartist will beindicated. Finally, the third levelisaccomplished by paying
attention to world of symbolic meanings which reflect the effect of viewer

perception in realizing an artwork. Now according to the quality of Panof-
sky iconology method, it is obvious why this method has been chosen to
study the Dast-Delbar motif.

Panofskyiconology method hasthreelevelsasfollows:

Pre-Iconography description: in this level, which is composed of two phases itself, we should focus on meanings based on
the reality and the expression. Achieving to these meanings, as Panofsky says, depends on distinguishing the pure forms. In
thislevel by concentrating on the composition, colors, motifs and relationships, we can understand the real meanings. Also,
based onthe quality of expression (sadness, peace and etc.) the expressive meanings could be understood.

Iconography analysis: in this level, according to Panofsky, we have to search for a relationship between the motifs and the
meaningsand concepts. Findingthese meaningsis possible by referringto the world of pictures and stories.

Iconology: as Panofsky says, this level is directly related to the fundamental factors that make the beliefs of a nation, aclass,
aperiod, aphilosophicschool orareligious way, andis described by a person orishiddeninanartwork.
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The required data for this research is gathered by observing pictures, components analysis and library researches. Human
figure in Dast-Delbar lozenge, is the hand of a woman. This hand carries a bunch of flowers and holds it in such a way that
seemstobe presentedtotheviewer. Subject of thisimageis holding the flower and presentingit. Also this flower could have
hidden meanings. Iniconographic analysis, at first, Dast-Delbar motif is a reminder of stone carvings on Takht-e-Jamshid
pallas, Shapour motifin Darab and etc.. Similarities between these motifs are accompaniment of the flowers and the hand.
With a glance on the stone carvings, we realize that the act of the person whom holds flower, is to keep it and not to graniit,
which could be seen on Khashayar-Shah and Dariush stone carvings. The other attractive pointisthat the person holding the
flowerisakingoraholyman.

Some later documents that present this motif with some differences, are metallic dishes related to the Sasani period. In
these figures, the goddess Anahita with a flowerin her hand has beenillustrated. The firstand most creditable text is a book
called “Bandhash” in which in a part about the flowers and gods, introduces water-lily as the Anahita’s flower. The word
Niloofar in Persian is equal to Nillopal and Niloopar. Niloopar or Nilpar in persian is made of two parts of Nil and Par, which
means water leaf. This word is originated from a Sanskirit word ,Nilootepala. Analyzing this word part by part, we came to
two meaningforit:

The first meaning is coming out and smiling through the dark waters which in Persian has been transformed to Niloopar or
Nilpar. Second is a spiritual thing who comes out of dark waters and is similar to Far and Fareh in Niloofar. With a flowerin
Anabhita’s hand, the second meaning could be more correspondent, because in Avesta, some kings sacrifice for Anahita to
achievethevictoryor Far. Amongthese kings, Hooshang, Fereidun, Kavoos and Keikhosro could be mentioned.

The flower in Dast-Delbar motif is a symbol of receiving to and keeping the Far. Since no king or god were illustrated in this
carpet, it can be said that the hand in this motif has no special owner and is a hand of mankind in the general meaning. The
artist who creates this motif may be unaware of Anahita story but with attention to the ancient role of the birth, life and love
(beloved, wife), draws awoman whom presents the life and luck to the viewer with the flowers.

Analyzing of the case studies, Dast-Delbar, reads to a conclusion that the smallest visual characteristics in this motif is com-
ing from a mysterious cultural complex which created this artwork and is connected to other meanings, resulting a funda-
mental and larger meaning. Itis also known that according to lack of knowledge of weaver about the philosophic principals
behind the artwork, these meanings have been entered into the artwork unconsciously. This fact informs us about an ex-
pressive progress connected to an eternal source of meaningand the weaverisjusta partofit.

Inthis research, since the motifitselfis not narrating anything visually, it was necessary to use pictures which have the same
meanings alongside a narration. There were some samples in old Iranian painting costumes accordingly. This research
based the analysis on some of the oldest of them. To be closer to sources or in other words to be more untouched, this re-
search chose some old narrative samples. Analyzing present samples of this motif and coming back to their stories, directed
tothe conclusion that the flowers in this motifis animage of life tree and the hand which holdsit, is the hand of goddess Ana-
hitawhom granted life to mankind.

More discovering of the motif uncovered that the existence of this motif in carpet is a symbol of blessing, righteous and for-
tuneinthelife of viewer. Also about consciousness or unconsciousness of performing this motif, it seems that since the pow-
erof life and generation is adownward subject for mankind, designer or weaver of Chaleshtor lozenge carpet was not aware
ofthe storiesabout Anahitaand Zartosht but he/she did this motif unconsciously and based on his/herinternal willings.
Keywords: Iconology, Iconography, Chaleshtor Lozenge Carpet, Dast-Delbar Motif
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