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The Aesthetics of Nasta’lig’s Western & Eastern Styles

(9th Century AH)

Abstract:

The present study investigates both western and eastern styles developed
intwo Eastern districts (in Khorasan) as well as west and south of Iran during
the 9th century Hijrah. Having presented a brief history of Nasta’lig, the re-
search also examines the way that both Eastern and Western styles have
emerged. It was hypothesized that there are differences in principles, per-
forming techniques as well as aesthetics between both Eastern and West-
ern styles of Nasta’liq. Moreover, the study aims to investigate the aesthetic
differences between two styles of Nasta’liq and come up with accurate un-
derstanding of the performance techniques the 9th-hijrah-century calligra-
phersemployedto enhancethe quality of calligraphyinthe presenttime.
Conducted through desk study of library resources, the paper offers a brief
history of lives and works of calligraphers of two afore-mentioned styles,
followed by surveying the features of their calligraphy. Afterwards, the sim-
ilarities and differences of both styles in composition, writing and other fea-
turesof boththestyles.

The results indicated that there is a difference between principles and the
way of performing both eastern and western styles of Nasta’liq that makes
them distinctive. Moreover, oriental style pays more attention on promo-
tion of Nasta’lig, thus making the style more lasting. It was also clarified that
Abdolkarim Kharazmi was the first calligrapher who had access to water-re-
sistantink.

Nasta'liq is a style in calligraphy, which is well-balanced, well-proportioned
and possesses a perfect composition because all the principles of calligra-
phy are entirely observed and well-established in Nasta’lig. Ease and speed
of execution, legibility as well as beauty of the style caused Nasta’liq to
spread widely.

As Agari quotes the famous expert in Iranian art, Arthur Pope says: “Nas-
ta’lig, that is very soft, gentle and eye-catching, has emerged from the
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The Aesthetics of Nasta’liq’s Western & Eastern Styles (%th Century AH)

combination of the features of two styles, Naskh and Ta’lig, the first being well-balanced and thorough and the latter be-
ingimpressive and predominant. This style prompted by Iranians demonstrates an advanced civilization and sophistication
(Asgari, 1393:98)".

KeyWords: Eastern & Western Nasta’liq, Abdolrahman, Abdolrahim & Abdolkarim Kharazmi, Soltanali Mashhadi.
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